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Truck lens for spotting cyclists

Stick-on lenses which allow
truck drivers to spot cyclists
in their "blind spot" have
been handed out.

Transport for London {TfL) has
handed out 10,000 stickers,
called Fresnel Lens, to HGY
drivers,

Drivers can spot cyclists who came

The sticker, which needs to be :
up on their left

put on the passenger side
window of the truck cab, allows drivers to see cyclists coming
up on their left,

TfL =aid every year collisions between cyclists and trucks
accounted for half of all cycle fatalities,

Deaths by collision

Ewvery day about 430,000 cycle journeys are made in London,
TfL said.

Truck driver Geoff Sales said: "What tends to happen is that

they come on the inside of you and they get lost in the blind

spot.. Your side mirrars don't pick them up and your rear view
mirrars don't pick them up."

In 2007, nine out of 16 cyclists who died in the city's roads
were invalved in a collision with a HGY,

In 2006, the death toll stood at nine out of 19, TfL said.

David Brown, Tfl's director of Surface Transport, said: "Our
new cycle safety campaign is designed to give both cyclists
and goods wvehicles drivers the practical tools they need to be
safe and be seen on London's roads."

Gordon Telling, from the Freight Transport Association, said:
"lUzing similar lenses has been highly effective in reducing
vehicle collisions on the motorway and we are confident that
today's initiative will reduce injuries and fatalities for cyclists."
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The Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) has launched a new
campaign to help improve safety for cyclists in London by
focusing on lorries travelling to and from the Olympic Park in
Stratford.

QDA Chairman John Armitt and oycle safety campaigner Cynthia Barlow will e helping
distribute Fresnel lenses to lorry drivers, which are a simple and effective measure that
can be used to increase safety for cyclists.

By putting a Fresnel lens on the passengerwindow, lorry drivers can see cyclists and
vehicles on the passenger side of the lorry, where before they would have had a "blind
spot”. The ODA will distribute 1,600 Fresnel lenses in the first stage of the campaign.

Photos from the event are available for download here

The ODA has also estaklished a forum with YO3SA Mehicle and Operator Services Agency)
metrapalitan Palice and the canstruction industry to examine a range of initiatives to
ansure the safe operation of vehicles on the road netwark leading to the Qklympic Park,

0ODA Chairman John Armitt said: 'Fresnel lenses are an effective way of increasing the
wieny ofthe road, and may help reduce the numhbers of injuries and deaths of cyclists in
Londan.

Wie are committed to working in pafnership with our cantractors to ensure the hinhest

standards of health and safety on the Clympic Park. In addition to this campaign, we are
also aiming to transpaort 30 per cent ofthe construction materials needed an site by rail

and water, which means that we will be taking thousands of unnecessary lorry journeys
off London's roads.”

Cynthia Barlow, campaigner for RoadPeace, said: 'Bvery vear ahout 20 cyclists are killed
on London's roads and often it is the construction industry vehicles — concrete mixers,
tipper lorries and skip lorries — making left turns that are involved.

It is witally important that the owners and drivers of these vehicles take action to deal with
the potential danger of their vehicles to vulnerable road users by ensuring they have a
good view all around their vehicle, firstly with fresnel lenses, and other possible
measures such as proximity sensors, mirrors, and cameras.'

Peter McBride, Head of Cycling, Walking and Accessibility at Transport for London (TfL)
said: ‘Although the number of cyclists killed on Londaon's roads has fallen in recent years,
the fact rermains that more than half of all cycle deaths in the Capital inwvalve a goods
wehicle, By warking directly with haulage companies to address this serious road safety
issue, the ODA and TIL are taking practical steps, such as the distribution of Fresnel
lenses, to help make cyclists safer and mare visible on the Capital's roads”

Charlie Lloyd fram London Cyeling Campaign said: 'Large lorries are a major threat ta the
gafety of cyclists in London and it is eszential that everything possible is done to make
lorry drivers aware of the risks their vehicles pose to pedestrians and cyclists.

YWife welcome the action of the ODA to provide some Fresnel lenses to larmy drivers. Mot
onlywill the lenses make it easierto see cyclists near the lorry but they will also have a
canstant reminder to take extra care when driving in urban areas.’

Jahin Fitch, Research and Development Manager said: 'Fram the research carried out by
WSA, the use ofthe Fresnel Lens has proved to help reduce the driver's hlind spots in
HGVs and in doing so reduce incidents.
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WS4 and the Highways Agency are issuing lenses throughout England in a campaign to
reduce hlind spot incidents and congestion. Itis impartant that large construction projects
like London 2012 are leading the way in the industry with this campaign.’

The QDA have alsa installed eycle improvement measures around the primary access
junction on the A12 in consultation with TiL and the London Borough of Hackney, with
maore improverments being installed next month.

Motes to Editors

1. The Yehicle and Operator Services Agency (WOSA) provides a range of licensing, testing
and enfarcement services with the aim of impraving the roadwaonhiness standards of
vehicles ensuring the compliance of operators and drivers, and supporting the
independent Traffic Commissioners.

2. The number of eyclists killed or seriously injured an London's roads has fallen by 19
per cent since the mid to late 1990, despite 3 91 per cent increase in the number of
cycle journeys made on London's major roads. The Mayar and TiL are committed to
impraving safety for all London's road users and are investing a recard £49.6 million on
road safety this year.

3. TiL provide free cyclistwarning signage and Fresnel safety lenses, which improve lorry
drivers' vision of cyelists who come within clase praximity of their wehicles, to freight
companies operating vehicles in Londaon, In addition, TfL has run a number of hard hitting
adverts designed to make drivers aware of the needs of cyclists on the roads and is
funding a record 3m this vear in free or subsidised cycle training for adults and children

I through London's haraugh councils,

4. For more information please contact Holly Wheeler in the ODA press office on 0203
2012 669,

The construction of the venues and infrastructure of the London 2012 Games is funded by
the Mational Lottery through the Olympic Lottery Distributor, The Department for Culture,
Media and Spart, the Mayor of Londan and the London Development Agency.

Find out the latest from Londan 2012 HQ on our blog.
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The Qlympic site in Stratford will generate thousands of extra fruck journeys to Related Articles

sUpport the construction programrme in the run-up to 2012, » ‘Ghost bikes'in Landon

Today John Armitt, chairman of the Qlyrmpic Delivery Authority, and campaigner
Cynthia Barlow will start handing out 1,600 of the safety aids, called Fresnel lenses.

Met calls in outside force for "urgent review’ of

They are fitied to the cab window so lorry drivers can see cyclists on the passenger side of MP's arrest

the vehicle, where they would atherwise have a blind spot.
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'Flight-risk' Qatada is sent back to jail

Even Tesco feels the pinch a5 customers defiect
to Asda

"Fresnel lenses are an effective way of increasing the view of the road and reducing injuries
and deaths of cyclists in London," said Mr Armitt,

-

"Fifty per cent of our construction materials will be ransported by rail and water, which
means we are taking thousands of unnecessary lorry journeys off Londaon's roads.

"We are a responsible neighbour and expect the same high standards of health and safety of
our contractors,”

Games ministers ignored report saying only

Last Wednesday 31-year-old cyclist \Wan-Chen McGuiness, of Hackney, died when she was benefit would be a national party

hit by & lorry at the junction of Southampton Row and Yernon Place in Holbarn,

-

Ex-wife's court bid to make tycoon pay charity
£14m

b This will Turner my life around

The week before, Nick Wright frorm Woking, a 40-year-old father of two young daughters,
was killed by 2 lorry as he rode in Upper Thames Street,

& 30-year-old cyclist is recavering after his legs were crushed under 2 truck in Kensington

High Street last week. Opinion, comment, your views

Mrs Barlow, whose daughter alex, 26, was knocked off her bicycle and died in 2000, said: Nedl Colling o
"Every year about 20 cyclists are killed on London's roads and often it is construction industry ’Q‘F’, My warning to Gordon Brown and his friend
vehicles - concrete mivers, tipper lorries and skip lorries - making left turns that are -:f; Aligtair Darling
irvalved," A
Emma Duncan

Mrs Barlow, chairwoman of charity RoadPeacs, added: "It is vitally important that owners » P'm a founder member of the new crash
and drivers ensure they have a good view all around, with Fresnel lenses and measures lke 43 generation
proximity sensars, mirrors, and cameras," .

Nick Cohen

The Evening Standard's Safer Cycling campaign has been dermanding better conditions for

riders o # Honestly, would you be a social warker?

-
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Mandy's youth

The 004 is spending £11 million to improve paths for walking and create a network of safe
cycling routes to the Olyrpic park and village, To ensure all ages and abilities can arrive in
safety, there will be timetabled rides fram points across London to "lead" cyclists in convoy to
2012 venues,

Ir Armitt and Mrs Barlow are fitting lenses to lorries with the help of the Wehicle and

Operating Services Agency, Richard Godwin

A London life: Celebrating the small and

The agency is also taking part in a forum with the Clympic Delivery Authority, Metropolitan police and construction i near
industry to devise initiatives to ensure better truck safety,
Lk to: 52 57 " Evening Standard
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